(e.g, when electrical power distribution and grounding systems are no longer
able to accommodate the demands of current office automation); and

4. Social, legal, political, or cultural factors, that is the broad influence
of social goals, political agendas, or changing lifestyles (e.g., when a building
fails to meet the requirements set in new legislation for accessibility by people
with physical disabilities).

In fact, when owners or users judge their facilities (or some components of
their facilities) to be obsolete, they often arrive at the conclusion because of the
complex interaction of many such factors.

Factors in the fourth category, and particularly promulgation of new
regulations or standards, are particularly important because they can cause a
sharp rise in performance requirements within a short period of time. Figure 4
illustrates the effect. The Americans with Disabilities Act, for example, is
forcing many building owners to make physical changes in their otherwise
satisfactory facilities to enhance accessibility by handicapped persons. Similarly,
the removal of asbestos from many school buildings is a response to public
health concerns, even though the response may not be required by law.
Appendix C discusses further the effect of regulatory factors in fostering
obsolescence.
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Figure 4 Changes in standards of performance may be relatively rapid.

One of the  options  for prolonging  the  service   life  of a  facility  is
rehabilitation or renewal. Repairing walls and repainting interiors, replacing old

21